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Essential qualities of an “Expert”
Arguments always take different directions depending on the knowledge the people involved have over the subject of discussion. Some people use speculations while others research facts and theories to make their arguments stand out from others. An expert is one person who is well informed and has a wide pool of knowledge about a subject usually acquired through experience or advanced education. According to Tom experts can make a judgment about a subject, and their opinions are held higher than opinions from any other individuals. Unlike a layman, experts hold their opinions and back it up using facts from research or experiments. 
I have gotten a new understanding and interpretation of who an expert is or what it takes before one becomes an expert through reading the article. An expert is wrong sometimes, but it is more likely for an expert to be right than a layperson. Expertise levels can be attained through long experience practicing the same thing or through undergoing an education process. A layperson may give their opinions but cannot be regarded as higher than that of an expert. A layperson's opinion can only be based on one's interest or level of experience, and therefore it has no value. I know of an expert in political science, and his opinion is considered close to a fact than any other person. He has a doctorate degree in political science and has been practicing for about ten years and therefore accumulating a lot of experience.
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